
September 2021 

by 

680 Lindaire Lane, Ontario, OH 44906 Tel: 800-472-5790 · 419-529-6800 |Fax: 800-342-4136· 419-529-6801 

Interstate Lab Update from John 

The effects of the fast return to growth after the COVID downturn were drastic for us, with the lack 
of available team members to hire being our primary challenge to production.  Over the past 
couple of months, we have made substantial advances in lowering our work backlog and we are 
now very well positioned for the future.  
 

While we still have some job openings, we have filled the majority and we are well into the training 
stages.  I am thankful that our team members can finally see some reprieve from the continual 
overtime/weekend work requirements!  Like all businesses, we are still experiencing supply chain 
issues that cause delays such as lens and frame backorders, machinery repair parts, etc.  Even so, 

our turn-around time has improved significantly, we are refining our quality control processes, and you can expect to see 
continued improvement going forward.   
 

We’re also excited about the new production equipment we have in the pipeline, arriving over the next several months.  This 
equipment will further expand our volume capabilities and give us the ability to produce the latest and greatest products 
including the new Crizal® Rock™ non-glare.   
 

Thank you so very much for your understanding and patience, and especially your continued support as we have worked 
through our challenges of the past year. 
 

John Art 
President 

Take the Varilux Challenge 

When ECPs were asked to insist on Varilux with every presbyopic 
patient for 30 days, not only did they delight their patients with the 
sharp, seamless vision Varilux lenses provide, but they also created 
trust, loyalty and increased profitability. 
 

Watch the video at: essilorpro.com/varilux-challenge 
 
 

Taking the Varilux Challenge in your practice is easy.  
 

STEP 1: Sign up to take the Varilux Challenge at essilorpro.com/varilux-challenge and insist on recommending Varilux lenses to all your 
presbyopic patients for 30 days. 
 

STEP 2: Receive tools and resources, tips from your peers and advice from industry experts along the way to successfully recommend 
Varilux lenses to your patients. 
 

STEP 3: Improve your practice profitability and patient experience when your patients see no limits with Varilux lenses. 
By recommending Varilux lenses to all your patients, you’ll grow your practice and show your patients that you won’t compromise on their 
vision care. So while they may forget they’re wearing glasses, they’ll never forget it was you who recommended them. 
 

Be one of the first 500 Practices to sign up for the Varilux Challenge and Receive an Exclusive Elevated Care Package. 
 

*Limit one Elevated Care Package per practice. Practices must be located in the U.S. Supplies are limited. 



September 2021 
by 

680 Lindaire Lane, Ontario, OH 44906 Tel: 800-472-5790 · 419-529-6800 |Fax: 800-342-4136· 419-529-6801 

Two New Transitions® XTRActive®  Launches Coming in October 

Erin Striby is our feature this month from our Interstate Indianapolis lab. Erin is currently our 

data entry lead, but in her four years at Interstate Lab Group, she has also worked in our 

tracing, frame management and lens departments. Prior to joining Interstate, Erin had 

worked for Essilor for 18 years.  

In her free time, Erin enjoys yoga and is an avid hiker. 

We are glad to have Erin as part of the Interstate family! 

Meet The People Who Make Up the Interstate Team! 

Essilor is launching two new break-through products in Transitions® XTRActive® 
new generation and Transitions® XTRActive® PolarizedTM lenses with cutting-
edge photochromic technologies on October 13, 2021. 
 

Transitions XTRActive new generation lenses provide the best extra darkness 
and the best extra light protection in the clear-to-dark photochromic category. 
They achieve up to a 35% faster fade back speed1 than the prior generation and 
category 2 level darkness in the car2 with visible light activation. They are the 
only photochromic lenses reaching category 3 levels at 95° F3. These 
breakthrough improvements are accomplished using extra powerful dyes and 
the latest matrix technology. 
 

Transitions XTRActive Polarized lenses are the only and best ever photochromic 
polarized lenses. They are 2x as fast to fade back as Transitions Vantage and 
are clearer than ever4, all while delivering up to 90% polarization efficiency5 

and extra darkness6. This is achieved through an exclusive, multi-layer matrix of 
XTRActive dyes for extra darkness and dichroic dyes for polarization. 
 

Both lines of products will launch on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 and replace 
the current generations of Transitions XTRActive lenses and Transitions Vantage 
lenses. Managed care availability will remain unchanged versus the prior 
generations. 
 

Transitions XTRActive new generation will be available in Gray, Brown and 
Graphite Green in most materials. They are available in a wide variety of Essilor 
designs in plastic 1.50, Trexa™ 1.53, Airwear® polycarbonate, and Thin & Lite™ 
1.67. Transitions XTRActive new generation will also be compatible with style 
mirrors.   
 

Transitions XTRActive Polarized lenses will be available in single vision and full 
back-side designs, including Varilux Comfort DRxTM and Varilux Physio DRxTM, and 
include plastic 1.50, Airwear polycarbonate 1.59, and Thin & Lite 1.67 in Gray. 

1: Compared to the previous generation, across materials tested on grey lenses fading back 
to 70% transmission at 23°C. 
2: Polycarbonate and 1.5 grey lenses tested at 23°C behind the windshield achieving be-
tween 18%T and 43%T. 
3: Clear to dark photochromic category.  Tests across polycarbonate and 1.5 grey lenses at 
35°C achieving <18%T using Transitions Optical's standard testing method. 
4: Based on tests on polycarbonate grey lenses compared to the previous generation. Fade 
back claim based on fade back to 65% transmission @ 23°C. 
5: Based on tests on polycarbonate grey lenses, up to 10% darker than the previous genera-
tion @ 23°C and up to 5% darker @ 35°C 
6: Based on tests across materials on grey lenses @ 23°C, using ISO 12312-1 standard. 


