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Meet The People Who Make Up the Interstate Team! 

Transitions® XTRActive®  new generation launching October 13th 

Essilor is launching two new break-through product in Transitions® XTRActive® new generation and Transitions® XTRActive® PolarizedTM 
lenses with cutting-edge photochromic technologies. The Transitions® XTRActive® new generation will launch on October 13th. The 
Transitions® XTRActive® PolarizedTM will not be launching at the same time but is coming soon. 

 

Transitions XTRActive new 
generation lenses provide the best 
extra darkness and  
the best extra light protection in the 
clear-to-dark photochromic category. 
They achieve up to a 35% faster fade 
back speed1 than the prior 
generation and category 2 level 
darkness in the car2 with visible light 
activation. They are the only 
photochromic lenses reaching 
category 3 levels at 95° F3. These 

breakthrough improvements are accomplished using extra powerful dyes and the latest 
matrix technology. 
 

Transitions XTRActive Polarized lenses are the only and best ever photochromic polarized lenses. They are 2x as fast to fade back as 
Transitions Vantage and are clearer than ever4, all while delivering up to 90% polarization efficiency5 and extra darkness6. This is 
achieved through an exclusive, multi-layer matrix of XTRActive dyes for extra darkness and dichroic dyes for polarization. 
 

Transitions® XTRActive® new generation will launch on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 and replace the current generations of Transitions 
XTRActive lenses. More information to follow regarding the launch date of Transitions® XTRActive® PolarizedTM. 

1: Compared to the previous generation, across materials tested on grey lenses fading back to 70% transmission at 23°C. 
2: Polycarbonate and 1.5 grey lenses tested at 23°C behind the windshield achieving between 18%T and 43%T. 
3: Clear to dark photochromic category.  Tests across polycarbonate and 1.5 grey lenses at 35°C achieving <18%T using Transitions Optical's standard testing method. 
4: Based on tests on polycarbonate grey lenses compared to the previous generation. Fade back claim based on fade back to 65% transmission @ 23°C. 
5: Based on tests on polycarbonate grey lenses, up to 10% darker than the previous generation @ 23°C and up to 5% darker @ 35°C 
6: Based on tests across materials on grey lenses @ 23°C, using ISO 12312-1 standard. 

Julie Metz has been a loyal employee of Interstate Lab Group for the last 13 1/2 years. Julie 

works in the AR coating and Digital Surfacing departments in our Mansfield, OH facility.  

In her free time, Julie loves to read, draw, crochet and enjoys woodworking. 

We are glad to have Julie as part of the Interstate family! 
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Ordering supplies like UPS 
return labels, frame-to-
come cards & frame 
catalogs just got 
easier!  You may now order 
commonly-used supplies via 
our website!  Visit our  
home page and  
click the “Order Supplies” 
button on the left-hand 
side.  Simply complete the 
form & we’ll get your 
supplies right out to you! 

Helpful Tips & Tricks: Identifying Prism in a Lens 

When you see prism in a lens when it wasn’t ordered, it’s possible that it is supposed to be there.   Two 
types of prism could exist on a job that does not have prescribed prism. The first is equi-thinning prism. 
This process is the grinding of prism into a lens blank to reduce the difference in thickness between the 
upper and lower edges of the lens. The second type of prism is compensated prism. This only occurs on 
a digital lens and is part of the progressive algorithm that produces the best thickness and optics for 
the patient. 

Lens Discontinuations 

Essilor of America, is discontinuing semi-finished Varilux® Ellipse®lenses. As a result, digitally 
surfaced Varilux Ellipse 360º™ will also be discontinued. For your patients that require a 
premium short corridor progressive lens at a similar price point we recommend Varilux 
Comfort DRx Short ™ and Varilux Physio DRx Short ™. Varilux Ellipse will be discontinued 
effective November 30, 2021.  

A number of traditionally surfaced Kodak lenses are being discontinued as follows: Navigator, 
Navigator Short,  Kodak Concise Precise and Kodak Precise Short. The lenses are slated to be 
discontinued by October 31, 2021. We recommend ordering the Full Back Side digital 
versions as follows: Navigator FSB, Navigator Short FBS, KODAK Easy, KODAK Precise PB, 
KODAK Precise Short PB.  

Both of these types of prism do not change the patient’s visual experience and are primarily cosmetic. While the equi-
thinning prism could ultimately be removed (although this would negatively affect the cosmetic appearance), the compen-
sated prism of a digital lens cannot. Please consider these sources of prism when checking out lenses. We are always more 
than happy to check to make sure that the prism you are seeing is appropriate. 


